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CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 


Faculty of Engineering 


Minutes of Meeting No. 76.7 


of the 
Engineering Faculty Council 
held 


Friday, 15 October 1976 


Present: J. Clair Callaghan (Chairman); Professors Douglass, 


du Plessis, Fazio, Feher, Habashi, Joly, Krakow, 
Lindsay, Russell, Sankar, Xistris; M. Despland 
(Vice-Rector Academic's representative); Z. 
Jirkowsky (Library representative); D. Gladstone 
(Student representative); Professor J.C. Giguere 


(Secretary) 
Absent with apology: Professors Cerny, Swamy; G. Milton 


Visitors: Professors Lang, Ramamurthy 

1. Council unanimously adopted a motion to adopt the pub- 
lished agenda with the addition of 6.4 - Experiment in 
Teaching. 

2. It was agreed to move item 5.6 to the end of the agenda. 


3. The Chairman welcomed Dr. Despland and Mr. Gladstone, 
new members of Council. 


4. Council unanimously adopted a motion to approve the 
minutes of meeting No. 76.6 


5. Chairman informed Council that Prof. McQueen had received 


the ae Western Electric Fund Award for 1976/77 (Doc. 
76-7-1). 


6. Council unanimously adopted a motion to congratulate 
Prof. McQueen on his success. 


7. Chairman informed Council that the Mechanical Systems 
Group was deeply involved in the organization of the 
1976 ASME Design Engineering Technical Conference 
(Mechanisms and Design Techology Transfer). Dr. Osman 
was the conference Chairman and Dr. Sankar was the 
Papers Chairman. The Conference was well attended and 
generally judged to be a success. 


8. Chairman informed Council that Concordia will organize 
and host, in 1979, the Fifth World Congress on the 
Theory of Machines and Mechanisms (IFToMM). Or. Osman 
is chairman and Dr. Sankar is one of the co-chairmen. 
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Graduate curriculum changes 


Prof. Giguere, Chairman of EGSC, noted that the document 
circulated with the agenda.(Doc. 76-7-7) was to be re- 
placed by Doc. 76-7-8. Prof. du Plessis tabled recom- 
mendations of the Executive Committee on this subject 
(Doc. 76-7-9). 


Council considered a motion to recommend to BGS the 
approval of curriculum changes as presented in Doc. 
76-7-8. 


There was considerable discussion on the advantages and 
disadvantages of introducing slot courses at the 

graduate level. It was judged that the objectives of the 
slot course are currently being met through the “topic 
area" concept, and that there would be little to be gained 
in the introduction of a further mechanism to meet 
essentially the same goals. 

Council defeated a motion to refer item 1 of Doc. 76-7-8 
to EGSC for further study. 


Council adopted a motion to delete item 1 of Doc. 76-7-8. 


It was agreed to consider the Executive Committee's recom- 
mendations on Doc. 76-7-8. 


Council unanimously adopted a motion to amend item 2 of 
Doc. 76-7-8 by changing the title of MECH N619 to: Com- 
bustion. 


Council defeated a motion to refer CIV N703 to the Civil 
Engineering Department and EGSC asking them to consider 
listing it under another topic area. 


Council adopted a motion to delete CIV N701 from Doc. 
76-7-8. 


Council adopted a motion to refer CIV N637 to the Civil 
Engineering Department and EGSC asking them to review 
its contents. 


Council adopted a motion to delete CIV N636 from Doc. 
76-7-8. 


Council adopted a motion to delete item 4 from Doc. 
76-7-8 with the understanding that the Assistant Dean 
would, after consultation with Department Chairmen, 
delete the appropriate courses from the 77/78 calendar 
in accordance with Doc. 75-101-3. 


Council adopted Motion 76-7-9, subject to Motions 
76=7-10 5 Win 125 145° 153° 165.517. 


,- 


Motion 
76-7~5 


Motion 
76-7-6 


133 


14. 


ee 


16. 


7. 


19. 


M76-7. 


Library 


The Chairman drew Council's attention to Doc. 76-7-2, 
the report of the Library Committee. 


Council unanimously adopted a motion to receive Doc. 
76-7-2. 


There was some discussion concerning Library budqets. 
It was agreed to invite the Director of Libraries, 
Dr. P.E. Filion, and an appropriate member of the 
Library administration to discuss the formula for 
the allocation of library budgets. 


In response to a query, the Secretary noted that he had 
received the recommendation of the Library Committee on 
the purchase of microfiche readers, and that this recom- 
mendation had been forwarded to the Dean. 


Undergraduate Grading Scheme 


The Chairman drew Council's attention to Doc. 76-7-3, 
the new undergraduate grading scheme approved by Senate. 


Professor Douglass, Chairman of EUSC, presented that 
Committee's recommendation that Faculty permit the use 
of letter grades only for the grading of courses in the 
B.Eng. programme. 


Council unanimously adopted a motion to adopt the recom- 
mendation of EUSC, as stated in item 14 above. 


Academic Regulations for the B.Eng. programme 


Prof. Douglass presented EUSC's report, Doc. 76-7-4. 

He also tabled the Committee's recommendation (Doc. 
76-7-5) that Council adopt the method of assessment 

als on the left-hand side of items 1 and 3 of Doc. 
6-7-4, 


Council unanimously adopted a motion to approve in 
principle the set of academic regulations set out in 
Doc. 76-7-4, the method of assessment being, in general, 
shown on the left-hand side of items 1 and 3. 


It was agreed that EUSC would present its final detailed 
recommendations at the November meeting of Council. 


Membership of BGS 


The Chairman noted the results of the elections held for 
vacant positions on BGS. Elected were: 
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Prof. T. Fancott (term ends 31 May 1977) 
Prof. A. Russell (term ends 31 May 1979) 


Membership of Council 


Chairman informed Council that Prof. Zielinski had been 
chosen by the Civil Engineering Department as Councillor 
to replace Dr. A.S. Ramamurthy. He will serve until 31 
May 1978. 


French language requirement for the B.Eng. programme 


Prof. oe presented EUSC's recommendations (Doc. 
76-7-6). 


Council considered a motion to adopt the legislation set 
out in Doc. 76-7-6. 


During the ensuing debate, the following points were 
raised: 


- There exists a large degree of uncertainty 
concerning the French language tests administered 
to candidates seeking admission to the Order of 
Engineers of Quebec 


- The University is currently assessing its role in 
preparing candidates to undergo these tests 


- The Faculty's options are: 
(a) To drop the French language requirement 
(b) To make no change to the current requirement 
(c) To accept EUSC's recommendation 


(d) To establish a requirement similar to that 
in effect for entry to the Order of Engineers 


- The Faculty should defer further consideration of 
the matter until more information could be obtained 
with respect to the type and level of difficulty of 
the tests administered to those applying for admission 
to the Order of Engineers 


- This information is not now available, and might not 
be available for some time. 


Council adopted a motion to refer the matter back to EUSC, 
which will report to Council when it has more information, 
and in any case, prior to 31 May 1977. 
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Use of electronic calculators in tests and examinations 


Prof. Douglass drew Council's attention to Doc. 76-7-10, 
a proposal which if enacted would replace existing legis- 
lation on this subject. 


Council adopted a motion to approve Doc. 76-7-10 with the 
understanding that the Secretary would reword the text to 
indicate that calculators should contain no programmes or 
data at the start of an examination, and that other 
material such as operating manuals and magnetic cards 
associated with the operation of the calculator could not 
be brought into the examination room. 


Activities of Faculty 


Chairman informed Council that Prof. Neemeh had completed 
all requirements for the Ph.D. 


Future of Science at Concordia 


The Chairman drew Council's attention to the following 
documents: 


76-6-16 - Prof. Bordan's report 
76-6-17 - The Rector's response to the Bordan report 
76-7-11 - CUFA response to the Bordan report 


76-7-12 - Brief submitted by the Academic Priorities 
Committee of the SGW Faculty of Arts 


76-7-13 - Brief submitted by the SGW Arts Students 
Association 


76-7-14 - Brief submitted by the Dean of Arts to the 
SGW Arts Faculty Council 


76-7-15 - Brief submitted by the SGN Science Faculty 
Council. 


Although-not available for circulation at the present 
meeting, the Chairman noted that the brief submitted by 
the Dean of the Loyola Faculty of Arts and Science to 
that Faculty's Council had been circulated throughout 
the University community. 


In the ensuing discussion, it was generally agreed that 
although the Faculty had no direct interest in the deci- 
sions to be taken by Senate and the Board of Governors, 

it is in favour of a strong science presence at Concordia. 
It hopes that the organizational structure or structures 
given to Science are those which will be most conducive 
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to the definition of Concordia's role in Science, the 
articulation of specific objectives in accordance with 
this role, and the introduction of families of academic 
and research programmes designed to meet these objectives. 


It was agreed that the Dean would determine, in consulta- 
tion with the Executive Committee, the exact form of the 
Faculty's recommendation to Senate on this matter. 


